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General Description,
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1,

The Belene forced labor cemp s located near the village of Belsne (N4340 E2506),

_Svishtov Okol {District) As of September 1951, there were appr%“S)‘(‘,T_‘HUM

3.

5,000 inmates The major part of the camp is located on Ostrov Perill ..<o.rown
Island) in the Danube River, The island is conpected with the meinland by & pon-

toon bridge, A single-track brench reilroad line connechts Belene (railrcad station
Levski) with Svishtov, approximately ten miles distant, and with the Sofis-Plsven-
Stalin reailroad line, 50X1-HUM

The camp is composed of five units, whizh will hereafier be referred to as compeunds,
bearing the numbers 1-5, Compounds I-4 are locsted on the island, while No. 5 is on
the meinland.,

Gompound- 1, on the island, conteins approximetely 1,200 men, Until new sleeping
quarters were sonstructed during the summer of 1951, only 400 of the inmates of this
compound aould sleep in the dormitory, the remaining 800 bedding down in the open 4
The work in this compound consists of farm labers raising wheat; corn and sun-
flowers, and bullding slesping quarters for the camp, The workday is fourieen hours,
with reveille at 4:30 a.m., and one hour for lunch, All work units consist of teams
of £ifty men under the lssdership of a trusty who is generally one of the officials
of the World War II government interned in the camp, When an inmate doss not com~
plete his assigned quots for the day, he is turned in by the trusty. As a result,

be 18 beaten and is usually not seen for a dey or so,
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4o Compound 2 has the least number of inmate@d the unfavorable working conditiéa)"(,]_HUM
ogeasion frsequent deaths among the inmates, The prisoners in this compound ar2
divided inte two groups. Those in the first group, ineluding high officers from the
former police, Army, and other branches of the government, are fenced in behind
barbed wire and do not go out to work, The second group goes out Lo work on +he
dikes| | The tuwo groups do not have any contact with sach other, . 50X1-HUM

5o Gompound 3 had 700-800 inmates in the summer of 1951, who worked in the vegetable
gardsns. During November 1951, the inmates of Compound 3 were moved to Compound I,
After this move, a rumor cireulsted thet 100-150 Female prisoners had been moved into
Compound 3,

6o Compound 4, situated approximatsly two to three kilometers from Compound 1, is
closest to the tridge to the mainland, The 1500 inmates of this compound are
generally former officers, policemen, government offiecials, and people who were pro-
minent In public 1ifs., Some of these men sre charged with the care and feeding of
pigs; while wthers, mostly government officisls of ths Wordd War II era, work in
the cemp administration offices, .

7. Compound %, on the mainland, has epproximately 700-800 inmates who work in a
brickyard,

8. The building clossest to the Denube, on the shore, is the Camp Administration Building.
In the immediate vieinity of this building are a number. of dormitories for. the guards,

Guards and Discipline,

- 9. The zemp is guarded by the Militis, and the whole area is honeycombed with watch
towers, scme of whinh are equipped with machine guns, The entrance %o the camp
proper, -on Persin Island, is guarded by srmed Militismen on a 24-hour basis, 50X1-HUM

10, | ‘names snd short descriptions of two camp officials. Ome, a
Major Kitov_ wes described as the camp commandent. When the work norms were not
fulfilled; as was quite often the cass, Kitov spoke to the inmates, making all kinds
of threats, Thay were told that thay were "vermin® and incorrigible "ensmies of the
pecple®, that they would rot in ths camp whila, as he seid, "You wait for the Ameri-
cons and the English to come and liberate you. You'll have to wall a long time before
- You are able ¢ tuen your faces to the light. Don't sxpect thet somsone will do
~anything for you, or interest himself in you, Ne, you will be here until the Last
Judgement.® In thiz way, he attempied to break the will and the gpirit of the
prisonsra, .

11l. The only other prison officisl known by name | \was Boris Mita*? 90X1 _HUM

politisal supervisor in Compound 1. He is described as & crual degenerate, Whenever

one of the camp inmates was guilty of some insignificant act, Mitev would order him

to sit erect in his shirt slseves the whole night outside the building in the cold,

. - 50X1-HUM
C12e | the axact nature of the cempis disciplinary enclosure,

|5 section of the camp known as “Tel-Aviv® which serves as the
camp's diseiplinery enclosure, Those sent to ®Tel-Aviv! for punishment are iiven a

ration of 100 graws of brsad and cne glass of Danube River water psr day..

for breaking the rules men ere thrown into s dungeon which is in
Compound 2 behind barbed wire, There a man is given only a piece of bread, scme water,
and & blankst, The dungeon is in the ground without any kind of windows, The 50X1-HUM
brisoner remains there, ‘his health broken, for at least ten days,

Living Conditions and Work. 50X1-HUM

13, Afier 20 December 1951, & new-regime was instituted, Inmatas were divided into

- The first category 1ficlud¥d the group which was behind barbed

X ﬁ,&: Ibls group vap'vétmitted to recelve s ten~kilogram
- food package and’a 18% 'fom--mmézg-a‘.sii’hwezinl‘ﬁhe'-.saécnci"’catego_zﬁ 7. were

v allowsd a ten-ldlogramiNe: i dudediber pvery Shrpe weAthE,~ Fne: Fipat

" category was pepmitied the food Bamkags: b "'*’Wéu;y_g’hwvé d¥ntheer Allpategories
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wers psrmitted to receive s package of clothing every three months, Before this
new regulstion, the priscners had been ellowed towrite to their families twice a
month and say that they were in a camp, and to recelve & ten=kllogram food package
orice per month, Letters could be received twlce a month, Receipt of unlimited
quantities of clothing was #lso allowed before {he new regulation went inio effect.
‘ | : R TEE R EeRTT 50X1-HUM
14. While most of the work allotted 4o the Belens Intates 15 agricultural (there are approxi-
metely 20,000 acres, or 80,000 {slg) decares, under cultivation on Persin Island), there
are 8lso meny buliding, nauling end lesding tasks, ~In one group, the working norm
is four cubic meters of earth per day Tn order to exhaust the prisoners more, the
earth is not removed by carts, but is cerried away on Tlat wooden ¢ontainers between
two poles which two men cerry as they would & stretcher, This means that during one
day, two prisoners have %o dig out, losd end carry & horizontal distance of fifty
meters snd up a height of two or three meters, eight cubic meters of earth, that is,
twelve tons. The prisoner who feils to meet his norm is pointed out as a saboteur.
Such "inciters" or "instigetors" sre sent off to dungeon . "to be reformed”.

15, The prisoners work every day without any rest days and in spite of bad weather., No
breskfast is provided, For lunch and supper soup, which might better be called "slop",
is dfctributed. The soup consists of water and a few vegetables and beans, without sny
fats . whatsoever, In December, pecause the work was heavier, g little jem wes some-
t2mes handed cut for breskfast, A4 frequent sight ig that of & prisoner eating raw
green leaves and roots. To be caught doing this, however, would result in ten days®
detention in @ dungeon for such an "offense', For heavy work 700 grams .of bresd psr
day is issued; for ordinary manval labor, 500 grams; and for the ill and those who do
not work, 300 grams.

16, The p::-isnn,ers have no money with which to supplement these rations or meke purchases,
They are, however, glven cqupons on which is writtenc

T,V.0. ‘ ¢, BELENE - SVISHT, 50X1-HUM
{signature) ‘1000 LV, (signature)
NACHALNIK (CAGHET) KASTER

{chief) (cashier)

With these it is possible to meke small purchases &t booths in the camp.
Tnmates, _ 50X1-HUM

17. { jnmetes of Belsne camp B&a

8 Kostadin Kirov Andenov, [

-

b, HNikols Bakalov, k
|

- |

@, ~Nino Chakerski,

~d, Mincho Dmndarevskig

e, (Colonel Georgiev,
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£, Nikolsi Gichev, r

!

g, Dimitr "Pop" Igneto / I B,

VL/,//’—/ —

- \
h, Ivan Khristovﬁf
R

i MOVJ /J\

- }

Js Yordan Kovachev/ \

ko mm;.yoc\hk@r J

T (

/
m, Stovcho Mushanov, }

/ ]
n, Spas Neideno
©., Petr Rusev Peychev
p. Kiril Pepov \\
o Dimitur Serev
. _ —

r, Georgi Shindaﬂ
s, Kiro Smokov/

—

t. Georgl Stoimenov

I

u, Khristo Steyanov

i

V. Asen Surbinsk \

T |

© Wo - Petur Surbinsky, /

SECRET/CONTROL - U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY

i

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/07 : CIA-RDP82-00457R013400180006-2



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/07 : CIA-RDP82-00457R013400180006-2

.

SECRET/CONTBOL - U.S, OFFICIALS ONLY

,,;-"‘—n.'j el g \ - L kL e

:x‘,‘ » General Vu.lkoJ ‘
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Yo Sergl Zlatanov
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